The general surgeon in the management of patients with multisystem trauma in a community hospital.
The general surgeon in a community hospital must assume the role of leader of the trauma team in managing patients with multisystem trauma. Initial resuscitative measures must be instituted to assure cardiopulmonary stability. Following this a complete assessment of the various body systems must be undertaken. The general surgeon will then be in a position to decide whether definitive treatment in the community hospital is possible or whether transfer is required. The basis resources of such a hospital in terms of medical expertise, support staff, laboratory and radiology facilities are all important considerations in making this decision. Most individuals with multisystem trauma can be managed in the community hospital.